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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER  

March 4th is quickly approaching for our first meeting of the new 
year, and the board and I want to say thank you for a successful 
2022.  Your participation in helping with the lunches, barbecues, 
and raffles are what continue to make the DSC successful. 


Join us as we fellowship with one another next month. As we 
venture into this new year, we welcome any ideas or thoughts you 
may have. 


Until we meet, be safe.

  
      -Michael Gundlund, President

 
THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

Greetings and Happy New Year. 
 

Late last year, 2022 looked like things were going to turnaround 
and we’d be back to normal. Now it looks like we may face some 
of the same restrictions on our events this year as we did in 
2021. Fortunately, we have an advantage over many other organ-
izations in our Kastania Field picnic grounds. Last year we held 
several bring-your-own picnics with modest success and if re-
quired we can continue with outdoor meetings this year. For this, 
we have to give thanks to a previous generation of Soldiers who 
built and furnished the pavilion that can shelter us safely and 
comfortably. Also, thanks to those volunteers who closed up the 
grounds, storing chairs and tables and getting the Landsoldaten 
statue safely inside. 
With hopes for a brighter 2022, stay safe and well. 
 
Keith Brians, President 

The Danish Soldiers Club 
Post Office Box 41 
Petaluma, CA 94953 
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The Governing Board for 2023
Michael Gunlund  
President through 2024 

Prather (559) 908-9609 
mgunlund0674@gmail.com

Annalisa Juul-Diaz 
Vice President through 2024 
Co-Secretary through 2025

Concord (925) 451-4278  
annalisa0518@yahoo.com 

Vagn Nielsen  
Treasurer to 2024

PO Box 53 Vineburg, CA 95487  
(707) 996-9950  
dscvagn@gmail.com

Jessica Wimple 
Co-Secretary through 2025 

El Cerrito (510) 529-6961 
jcwimple2166@gmail.com

Dennis Diaz  
Director through 2023

Concord (925) 500-3892 
nicktazgordonsetters@yahoo.com

John Chiles  
Director through 2023

Davis (530) 574-2995 
jschiles@dcn.davis.ca.us

Martha Smith  
Director through 2023

Alabama (650) 922-4481 
marthasmith32@yahoo.com

Henrik Olsgaard 
Director through 2025

Orinda (510) 847-5186  
holsgaard@hotmail.com

Patricia Gundlund 
Director through 2025

Prather (559) 908-3947  
trishgunlund@gmail.com

Volunteers:
Michael Stecher 
Newsletter Editor / Web Manager 

Mill Valley 
mstecher@me.com

Jessica Wimple, 
Social Media

El Cerrito (510) 529-6961 
jcwimple2166@gmail.com

Bar LIcense Coordinator   
WE NEED SOMEONE

It’s a point worth repeating, we need your 
membership dues! They are now $60, and 
you can pay on the website with PayPal (no 
fees for dues), or send a check along with your 
lunch order. We still need a “Bar License 
Coordinator” (ideally if you live in Sonoma 
County), and a licensed bartender.  
Please inquire with the board if you can help!


The Royal Danish Army is the land-based branch 
of the Danish Defense, together with the Danish 
Home Guard. For the last decade, the Royal Danish 
Army has undergone a massive transformation of 
structures, equipment and training methods, 
abandoning its traditional role of anti-invasion 
defense, and instead focusing on out of area 
operations by, among other initiatives, reducing the 
size of the conscripted and reserve components 
and increasing the active (standing army) 
component, changing from 60% support structure 
and 40% operational capability, to 60% combat 
operational capability and 40% support structure. 
When fully implemented, the Danish army will be 
capable of deploying 1,500 troops permanently on 
three different continents continuously, or 5,000 
troops for a shorter period of time, in international 
operations without any need for extraordinary 
measures such as parliamentary approval of a war 
funding bill. Founded in 1614, the Royal Danish 
Army was originally designed to prevent conflicts 
and war, maintain Denmark's sovereignty, and 
protect her interest. With time, these goals have 
developed to encompass the need to protect 
freedom and peaceful development in the world 
with respect for human rights. In 1815, however, as 
a result of continued evolution and division of 
command, four general commands were created, 
with the King remaining the supreme authority: 
Zealand and adjacent islands, Funen Langeland, 
Jutland, and the duchies of Schleswig and Holstein. 
At the same time, the need for maintenance of the 
army in peacetime became pertinent, and the Army 
Operational Command was established.
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Robert Storm Petersen (1882  – 1949) was a Danish cartoonist, writer, animator, illustrator, 
painter and humorist. He is known almost exclusively by his pen name Storm P. 

He was the son of a butcher and grew up in Copenhagen in a lower middle class environment. 
After interrupted studies at the Academy of Art, he worked as a free-lance painter, illustrator 
and cabaret entertainer. Already during World War I he was a well-known artist, and from about 
1920 onward he was almost a national "institution" as a humorist, partly because of his 
versatile interests. His first comic strip was printed in 1906, in the Danish tabloid Ekstra Bladet. 
He was for many years connected to the Copenhagen newspaper Berlingske Tidende as a 
comic writer and cartoonist.


As a humorist, Storm P. is related to British and American humor, with a strong touch of 
craziness and absurdity. Often his starting point is a plain Copenhagen jargon, combined with a 
Danish down-to-earth homespun philosophy and all kinds of fun and comedy; the common 
man's unimpressed comments on a crazy world.


Though normally loved by most of his countrymen, Storm P. has also been criticized for being 
too toothless and “petite bourgeois.” In spite of his social background and interest of poor 
milieus, he very seldom shows deeper social criticism or revolutionary opinions; the dramatic 
age in which he lived left rather small stamps on his work. On the other hand he was no 
staunch giggler; many of his paintings deal with death, sorrow and macabre themes. He 
painted the victims of social injustice and misery, often with a strong touch of compassion. 
Melancholy and fear are not unknown to him, but his official appearance was optimistic.


Petersen left about 60,000 drawings and 100 paintings of varied quality. His drawings are very 
often illustrated jokes, or series of a theme besides artist sketches. Among his favorite themes 
are the vagabonds  – who are portrayed as dressed-up petty philosophers  – and the circus 
milieu that he regarded with much warmth.


He is perhaps best known for his Storm P. machines, comic drawings of machines that perform 
very simple tasks through an unnecessarily complex and usually humorous series of actions. 
Other cartoonists who are known for similar machine drawings are Rube Goldberg and Heath 
Robinson. Besides that, he illustrated many books, often written by congenial authors – Mark 
Twain, Jerome K. Jerome and G. K. Chesterton, among others.


He was also quoted a fair amount: 

• "Life is a circus: you go in, bow, run around, bow again and leave."

• "– What is your opinion of the world situation? – Nothing, something got in my eye."

• "There is something fishy about art that needs to be explained."

• "We human beings are strange creatures – we have to go underground because we have 

invented the aeroplane. (1939)"

• "Statistics is much like a streetlight. Not very enlightening, but nice for supporting you"

• "I'd like to buy a return ticket, please" – "to where?" – "here!"

• "It is difficult to make predictions, especially about the future,"  

(this phrase is also, sometimes, and mistakenly, attributed to Yogi Berra).



Musikhuset Aarhus (Aarhus Concert Hall) is a large concert hall complex in Aarhus, 
Denmark. Located in the city center, Musikhuset is Aarhus' main venue for music, and with 
seating for more than 3,600 people in total, it is the largest concert hall in Scandinavia. 
Musikhuset Aarhus was designed by Kjær & Richter and built in 1979-1982, commissioned by 
Aarhus Municipality.


The surroundings are designed by landscape architect Sven Hansen. In front of the main glass 
foyer is the Concert Hall Park (Musikhusparken), a sculpture and parterre garden of boxwood 
with flowers, fountains and small seclusive corners with benches. A recreational lawn connects 
the park area with the City Hall Park. Between the concert halls and the adjacent ARoS art 
museum is a cobblestone amphitheater hosting outdoor events and gatherings throughout the 
year.


All in all, Musikhuset comprise six concert halls, nine stages, and hosts more than 1,500 events 
every year for an audience close to half a million people. Musikhuset is built and equipped to 
also allow cultural experiences of a high quality for wheelchair users, the blind and people with 
hearing or vision impairments.


A lofty 2,000 m² foyer with glass facades on three sides, leads into an anteroom and then into 
the main auditorium of Store Sal (Large Hall). The foyer occasionally hosts shows, concerts, 
exhibitions and business arrangements. It is home to the restaurant “Café johan r,” named after 
Johan Richter, the concert hall’s original architect. The restaurant has a small scene of its own, 
arranging about 300 free concerts annually. With its fully equipped stage, the main auditorium 
is designed for concerts, opera, ballet and musicals, but also large assemblies and meetings. 
In an expansion project in 2005-2008, another large concert hall known as Symfonisk Sal 
(Symphonic Hall) was added, specifically built to host symphonic orchestral music concerts. 
Based on the proportions of the Great Hall of the Musikverein in Vienna, the Symphonic Hall 
allows adjustments of the walls, carpeting and acoustic panels in order to ensure the very best 
delivery of symphonic music.


Musikhuset has four smaller halls, each individually built and equipped to host various genres. 
The smaller auditorium known as Lille Sal (Small Hall) was originally designed for chamber 
music specifically. It has been updated with new technology and now also hosts theatre, 
rhythmic music concerts, conferences and cinema events. Rytmisk Sal (Rhythmic Hall) is 
known as the Rock 'n' Roll hall of Musikhuset, designed for rhythmic music specifically. 
Kammermusiksalen (The Chamber Music Hall) is constructed for chamber music, with wooden 
floors, light colors and a wall-sized window section for sunlight. Both the Rhythmic Hall and 
The Chamber Music Hall are located in the new associated academy building, constructed 
during the 2005-2008 expansion project.


The building complex is home to Den Jyske Opera (sometimes referred to as the Danish 
National Opera), Aarhus Symfoniorkester (Aarhus Symphony Orchestra), Teatret Filuren (a child 
theatre project) and Comedy ZOO Aarhus (an organisation for Danish stand-up comedy). With 
passageways of glass, steel and copper, the original concert hall building connects to the 
adjacent Royal Academy of Music built in 2007. The academy is also in yellow brick, but 
includes copper and has a somewhat different architectural design overall, designed by C. F. 
Møller Architects. 


Musikhuset hosts free concerts performed by the music academy students every week.


