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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER  
We had a great turn out at our October lunch. Lots of 
happy faces, full stomachs and visitors from Denmark.  
Thank you to all the volunteers that made our get together 
possible. As I mentioned in the general meeting, volunteers 
are so important. Board elections are upon us next month.  
Three board member terms are up, along with the 
Secretary position.  Please contact Michael or myself if you 
have an interest in serving on the board. It is very 
rewarding🇩🇰 😊 . I look forward to seeing everyone at the 
November lunch of open face sandwiches and Kringle. 
One more update, the Storks are painted and safely back 
at the DSC. They plan to spend the winter in the meeting 
hall and will reappear on the chimney in the spring.


	 Annalisa Juul Diaz, Vice President 

 
THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

Greetings and Happy New Year. 
 

Late last year, 2022 looked like things were going to turnaround 
and we’d be back to normal. Now it looks like we may face some 
of the same restrictions on our events this year as we did in 
2021. Fortunately, we have an advantage over many other organ-
izations in our Kastania Field picnic grounds. Last year we held 
several bring-your-own picnics with modest success and if re-
quired we can continue with outdoor meetings this year. For this, 
we have to give thanks to a previous generation of Soldiers who 
built and furnished the pavilion that can shelter us safely and 
comfortably. Also, thanks to those volunteers who closed up the 
grounds, storing chairs and tables and getting the Landsoldaten 
statue safely inside. 
With hopes for a brighter 2022, stay safe and well. 
 
Keith Brians, President 

The Danish Soldiers Club 
Post Office Box 41 
Petaluma, CA 94953 

Address Correction Requested 
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The Governing Board for 2022
Michael Gunlund  
President to 2024 

Prather (559) 908-9609 
mgunlund0674@gmail.com

Annalisa Juul-Diaz 
Vice President to 2024

Concord (925) 451-4278  
annalisa0518@yahoo.com 

Vagn Nielsen  
Treasurer to 2024

PO Box 53 Vineburg, CA 95487  
(707) 996-9950  
dscvagn@gmail.com

Lizette Burtis  
Secretary to 2023 

Santa Rosa (707) 321-0206 
lburtis@sbcglobal.net

Dennis Diaz  
Director to 2023

Concord (925) 500-3892 
nicktazgordonsetters@yahoo.com

John Chiles  
Director to 2022

Davis (530) 574-2995 
jschiles@dcn.davis.ca.us

Martha Smith  
Director to 2023

San Bruno (650) 922-4481 
marthasmith32@yahoo.com

Henrik Olsgaard 
Director to 2022

Orinda (510) 847-5186  
holsgaard@hotmail.com

Karen Lysmer 
Director to 2022

Albany (510) 526-5665 
morkareninusa@yahoo.com

Volunteers:
Michael Stecher 
Webmaster/Newsletter Editor 

Mill Valley (415) 624-6215 
mstecher@me.com

Rick Santerini 
Bar LIcense Coordinator

Santa Rosa (707) 477-6669 
santarinirick@gmail.com

DSC is going through a period of low membership, 
meaning less funds and fewer human resources. 
The board voted to increase dues to $60 next year, 
and more than ever we need volunteers. Even if 
you can only offer a little time, many hands make 
for small work. You can shop for lunch items, make 
sandwiches, bartend, conduct the raffle, and serve 
on the board! 

For more information, contact any of the board 
members listed above. 

At the end of this month we will celebrate 
Halloween. Before the next newsletter comes 
out, Denmark will celebrate Mortensaften, or 
“the evening of St. Martin,” on November 11th. 
It is also called “Old Halloween,” or “Old 
Hallowmas Eve.” The day itself is rarely 
recognized, but it is celebrated with traditional 
dinners. The feast was widely seen as the 
preferred time for the butchering of "Martinmas 
beef" from prime, fattened cattle, geese, and 
other livestock, and the ending of the toil of 
autumn wheat seeding. 

Saint Martin of Tours was a Roman soldier who 
was baptized as an adult, and became a 
bishop in a French town. The most notable of 
his saintly acts was when he cut his cloak in 
half to share with a beggar during a 
snowstorm, to save him from the cold. That 
same night, he dreamt of Jesus wearing the 
half-cloak, saying to the angels, "Here is 
Martin, the Roman soldier who is now 
baptized; he has clothed me." 

Saint Martin died on November 8, 397, and 
was buried three days later.


Of course, in the US, we acknowledge 
November 11 as Veterans Day, and honor all 
who have served in our armed forces.
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A brief history of Solvang 
Solvang lies in the Santa Ynez Valley, which 
was originally inhabited by the Chumash, an 
industrious people, good fishermen and 
hunters, and ingenious, with an excellent 
astronomical system. As part of the expansion 
of the mission system (established in California 
by Spanish missionaries), Father Estévan Tapís 
founded Mission Santa Inés, now located near 
the center of Solvang, in order to relieve 
overcrowding at nearby missions. It also 
served as a gateway to the Chumash Indians 
living east of the Coast Range.

After the Mexican War of Independence, the 
Mexican Assembly passed the Secularization 
Laws which confiscated Mission lands and 
other property, and transferred them to the 
control of local ranchers. With secularization, 
Mission Santa Inés began to decline, and the 
Chumash Indian population along with it. For a 
time, the mission was a seminary, but it began 
to deteriorate before long. However, it was 
repaired by the Donahue family in 1884, and 
renovated by Fr. Alexander Buckler in 1904.

Between 1850 and 1930, a considerable 
number of Danes left Denmark, which was 
suffering from poor economic prospects. 
According to some estimates, as many as one 
in ten Danes emigrated during this period, 
mostly to the United States. The most popular 
destinations for Danish settlers were Utah, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, 
and South Dakota. In many of the new 
communities, churches and schools were set 
up in accordance with the ideas of N. F. S. 
Grundtvig, an influential Danish philosopher, 
hymn-writer and Lutheran pastor. In particular, 
the schools introduced a new approach to 
education based on a spirit of freedom, poetry 
and disciplined creativity. Folk schools were 
established in Iowa, Michigan, Nebraska, 
Minnesota, North Dakota,  and finally in 
Solvang (1911–1931).


The Danish monarchy is over 1200 
years old, founded in the 8th century (or 
earlier). The line of kings of the modern 
kingdom of Denmark can be traced back 
to Harthacnut, father of Gorm the Old, 
who reigned in the early and mid 10th 
century. The kingdom itself, though, is 
probably a couple of hundred years older 
than that.

The Danes were united (or more likely re-
united) and officially Christianized in 965  
by Harald Bluetooth, the story of which is 
recorded on the Jelling stones. The exact 
extent of Harald's kingdom is unknown, 
although it is reasonable to believe that it 
stretched from the defensive line of 
Dannevirke, including the Viking city of 
Hedeby, across Jutland, the Danish isles, 
and into southern present day Sweden; 
S c a n i a a n d p e r h a p s H a l l a n d . 
Furthermore, the Jelling stones attest that 
Harald had also "won" Norway. The son 
of Harald, Sweyn Forkbeard, mounted a 
series of wars of conquest against 
England, which was completed by the 
middle of the eleventh century, by 
Sweyn's son Cnut the Great. The reign of 
Cnut represented the peak of the Danish 
Viking age. His North Sea Empire 
included England (1016), Denmark (1018), 
Norway (1028) and held strong influence 
over the north-eastern coast of Germany.

The last monarch descended from 
Valdemar IV, Christopher III of Denmark, 
died in 1448. Count Christian of 
Oldenburg (descendant of Sophia, the 
daughter of Valdemar IV's aunt Richeza 
of Denmark, Lady of Werle, who was the 
daughter of Eric V of Denmark) was 
chosen as his successor, and became the 
next monarch of Denmark, ruling under 
the name Christian I. Richeza thus can be 
considered as a sort of female founder of 
the House of Oldenburg.




Solvang, continued: 
One of the most enthusiastic proponents of the Danish approach to religion and education was 
Benedict Nordentoft, who was born in Brabrand near Aarhus in 1873. After graduating in 
theology in 1898, he was soon tempted to travel to the United States, where he began 
coordinating relations between Danish Lutheran churches in Michigan, Ohio, New Jersey, New 
York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Maine.

From 1906, Nordentoft, together with Jens M. Gregersen (a pastor from Kimballton, Iowa) and 
Peder P. Hornsyld (a lecturer at Grand View), had discussed the possibility of creating a new 
Danish colony with a dedicated Lutheran church and school on the west coast. In 1910, 
together with other Danish-Americans, they created the Danish-American Colony Company in 
San Francisco. Later that year, suitable land was found in the Santa Ynez Valley northwest of 
Santa Barbara. On January 23, 1911, the contract was signed and Solvang was founded. The 
Danes had bought almost 9,000 acres of the Rancho San Carlos de Jonata land grant, paying 
an average of $40 per acre.

At the end of 1912, when it became almost impossible to sell any more plots of land, the 
company's income was vastly reduced. The shareholders persuaded Gregersen to give up his 
position as Solvang's pastor and travel to Iowa and Nebraska to convince Danish immigrants 
to buy land in the new colony. He enjoyed considerable success, relieving the colony of any 
further threats. Nordentoft became the pastor, and before long Solvang also had a store, bank, 
lumber yard, barbershop, and post office, with Hornsyld as postmaster. Where there had just 
been fields, there was now a small town.

Initially, most of Solvang's buildings were built in the same style as others in the area. The 
Lutheran church was the first to be based on Danish architecture, and bears a close 
relationship to Danish equivalents. After World War II, however, interest grew in the concept of 
a "Danish Village". The pioneer of the Danish Provincial style was Ferdinand Sorensen, 
originally from Nebraska. In the mid-1940s, after returning to Solvang from a trip to Denmark, 
he completed Møllebakken, his Danish-styled home, and then went on to build the first of the 
village's four windmills. A little later, Earl Petersen, a local architect, gave the older buildings a 
new look, adding façades in so-called "Danish Provincial" style. Buildings in the half-timbered 
style of Danish rural houses proliferated, creating a new tourist attraction. While much was 
done to create an "authentic" Danish atmosphere in the town center, it has been pointed out by 
Scandinavians that fake thatched roofs and artificial timbering are largely a result of local 
interest in general, rather than that of the Danish immigrants themselves. The older buildings 
have simply been restyled to look Danish, even if there was nothing Danish about them 
originally.

During the 1920s, the proportion of non-Danish residents rose substantially and local 
businesses and churches began providing services in English, in addition to traditional Danish. 
In the 1930s, Solvang became the largest town in the Santa Ynez Valley, and a commercial hub 
for the local region. By the late 1940s, Solvang's growth stagnated as the town's economic 
activity focused predominately on agriculture, prompting younger residents to leave in search 
of more diverse job opportunities. In 1947, the town was featured in an article in The Saturday 
Evening Post entitled "Little Denmark", which praised Solvang's quaint rural charms and 
sparked a tourism boom prompting residents of Los Angeles and San Francisco to take 
weekend trips to Solvang. The city subsequently developed a tourism industry focused on 
emphasizing the town's Danish heritage. The 2004 film Sideways, brought attention to the 
vineyards in the surrounding Santa Ynez Valley, and tasting rooms have added to the local 
economy. Restaurants are also part of the revitalization of Solvang, as it becomes a destination 
for locally sourced fare.


