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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER  
The weather for the BBQ was great and everyone enjoyed 
the New York strip steaks. Thank you for all those that 
helped cook, prepare the meal, lead in the singing and help 
with the raffle. You’re wonderful. I enjoyed the comments at 
the general meeting. It shows that there is interest in the 
DSC future. If you missed the general meeting, I encourage 
you to be there in October. Things are happening. There 
will be three board members going off at the end of the 
year which means there may be three new openings. If 
you’re interested in serving on the board or have any 
questions about the position just give me a call or shoot an 
email.


Michael Gunlund, President 

 
THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

Greetings and Happy New Year. 
 

Late last year, 2022 looked like things were going to turnaround 
and we’d be back to normal. Now it looks like we may face some 
of the same restrictions on our events this year as we did in 
2021. Fortunately, we have an advantage over many other organ-
izations in our Kastania Field picnic grounds. Last year we held 
several bring-your-own picnics with modest success and if re-
quired we can continue with outdoor meetings this year. For this, 
we have to give thanks to a previous generation of Soldiers who 
built and furnished the pavilion that can shelter us safely and 
comfortably. Also, thanks to those volunteers who closed up the 
grounds, storing chairs and tables and getting the Landsoldaten 
statue safely inside. 
With hopes for a brighter 2022, stay safe and well. 
 
Keith Brians, President 

The Danish Soldiers Club 
Post Office Box 41 
Petaluma, CA 94953 
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The Governing Board for 2022
Michael Gunlund  
President to 2024 

Prather (559) 908-9609 
mgunlund0674@gmail.com

Annalisa Juul-Diaz 
Vice President to 2024

Concord (925) 451-4278  
annalisa0518@yahoo.com 

Vagn Nielsen  
Treasurer to 2024

PO Box 53 Vineburg, CA 95487  
(707) 996-9950  
dscvagn@gmail.com

Lizette Burtis  
Secretary to 2023 

Santa Rosa (707) 321-0206 
lburtis@sbcglobal.net

Dennis Diaz  
Director to 2023

Concord (925) 500-3892 
nicktazgordonsetters@yahoo.com

John Chiles  
Director to 2022

Davis (530) 574-2995 
jschiles@dcn.davis.ca.us

Martha Smith  
Director to 2023

San Bruno (650) 922-4481 
marthasmith32@yahoo.com

Henrik Olsgaard 
Director to 2022

Orinda (510) 847-5186  
holsgaard@hotmail.com

Karen Lysmer 
Director to 2022

Albany (510) 526-5665 
morkareninusa@yahoo.com

Volunteers:
Michael Stecher 
Webmaster/Newsletter Editor 

Mill Valley (415) 624-6215 
mstecher@me.com

Rick Santerini 
Bar LIcense Coordinator

Santa Rosa (707) 477-6669 
santarinirick@gmail.com

Thank you to Steen Nielsen and Gert Larsen 
for the perfectly cooked NY steak at the Labor 
Day Weekend Barbecue, and also to Annalisa 
Diaz, Martha Smith, and Trish Gunlund.

Also thank you to Karen Lysmer, Vagn Nielsen, 
Tove Lindberg, Carsten Johansen, Inger 
Andersen, Erik Larsen, Per Madsen, Kirsten 
Pedersen, Birthe Baekgaard, and Sheryl Hoy 
for your generous donations to the raffle, and 
Jessica Wimple for calling the drawn numbers.


Dronning Margrethe instructed a minute's 
silence be observed at a gala performance at 
the Royal Theatre in Copenhagen to honor 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

Denmark’s Queen Margrethe II, 82, was set to 
pull out all the stops to mark her 50-year reign 
but was forced to cancel much of her Golden 
Jubilee, which had already been postponed 
due to Covid-19. Margrethe is now Europe’s 
longest-serving monarch. The queen was a 
third cousin to Elizabeth, and the two were 
close, according to reports. They allegedly 
called each other by their nicknames “Lilibet” 
and “Daisy” and Elizabeth invited Margrethe to 
lunch every time she was in London. Her 
Majesty passed away aged 96 on Thursday 
afternoon at Balmoral in Scotland. On 
Thursday evening, in a letter addressed to King 
Charles III and published on the Danish palace 
website, Queen Margrethe said she was 
“deeply moved by the sad news of your 
beloved mother’s death. Your mother was very 
important to me and my family. She was a 
towering figure among the European monarchs 
and a great inspiration to us all. We shall miss 
her terribly. Denmark and I are grateful for her 
continuous efforts to further strengthen the 
close and warm relations between our two 
nations. God bless you both and give you 
strength and hope in your future life and 
duties.”
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Notable dates in September:  
On September 2, 1945, the Japanese 
formally surrendered aboard the U.S. 
battleship USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. 
President Truman declared this to be V-J 
Day. The battleship was chosen for the 
formal surrender ceremony because  she 
was named after President Truman’s 
home state.
911 is now Patriot Day, to remember the 
sacrifices made on Sept 11, 2001. (This is 
not to be confused with Patriots’ Day, 
which was established on April 19, 1775, 
commemorating and consolidating the 
dates of the Battles of Lexington, 
Concord, and Menotomy. It also marked 
the first bloodshed of the American Civil 
War in the Baltimore riot of 1861). 
More cheerfully, Grandparents Day is 
celebrated on the first Sunday after Labor 
Day, and that was  on the 11th this year. A 
belated Happy Grandparent’s Day to all 
who qualify! 
September 17th is Constitution Day. On 
this day in 1787, the Continental 
Congress of the United States of America 
held its final meeting, when it signed the 
Constitution. In the first early years of the 
republic, it was recognized that more laws 
and a series of declared rights were 
needed in addition to the original 
constitution. Subsequently, the Bill of 
Rights and the first ten Amendments were 
adopted on December 15, 1791. After the 
meeting, there was still much to do. 
Individual states then had to meet and 
vote on it. The U.S. Constitution did not go 
into effect until two years later on March 4, 
1789. 
September 23rd is the Autumnal Equinox. 
This day is not as celebrated as Sankt 
Hans, since we know it will be cold soon. 
Well, in Denmark. Then we have Jul to 
look forward to!

The Dansk Boldspil Union was established in 
1889, and today, as in most countries around the 
world, Fodbold, or Football, is Denmark’s biggest 
sport. Not quite so much in the US, for a number 
of reasons, but aside from the NFL, why is it called 
soccer over here?

In 1844, Charles Goodyear patented the process 
for vulcanizing rubber, and, not long after, the 
rubber bladder of the modern sports ball was 
invented. The design has not changed at all over 
these many years, except that different stitchings 
were created for different ball coverings.

Many sport ing associat ions (clubs) were 
established in the 1880’s, and there were two main 
types, Association Football and Association Rugby. 
The reference to “football” came from playing on 
one’s feet, as opposed to having a horse and 
mallet. These new games were for the common 
man. Eventually they were simply called football 
and rugby. 

In the US, the same thing was happening, except 
the American writers made up their own slang, 
calling it Assoc, and later Soc, and finally, in 
reference to the players who were called 
“Soccers.” American football was in its developing 
stages, a new game combining elements of 
“football” and rugby, and so taking the name 
football. Initially it involved mostly running and 
kicking, and the forward pass didn’t happen until 
1906, somewhat by accident, but becoming an 
integral part of the game as we know it today.

The Danish National Team made its first World Cup 

Round of 16 in 1986. Twelve years later they made 
the qua r te rfina ls , i n 1998 . Subsequen t 
appearances have been in 2002 (Round of 16), 
2010 (Group Stage), 2018 (Round of 16), 2022… 
Well that remains to be seen, but Denmark won 
their group in the UEFA qualifications round, and 
so will be appearing in Qatar. The groups have 
been drawn, and Denmark with be in competition 
with France, Australia, and Tunisia to proceed, as 
one of two teams, to the round of 16. 

Apart from the national team, Denmark is equally 
famous for its traveling fans, known as roligans. 
The movement emerged during the 1980s as the 
declared opposition to hooliganism. The goal of 
the roligan movement is calm, cheerful support 
during the matches, as "rolig" means "calm" in the 
Danish language. The roligans have since 
developed an image of an easy-going nature and 
rabid support, and are often considered amongst 
the world's best national team fans. 




Den Gamle By (The Old Town) is an open-air town museum located in the Aarhus Botanical 
Gardens. In 1914, the museum opened as the world's first open-air museum of its kind, 
concentrating on town culture rather than village culture, and to this day it remains one of just a 
few top rated Danish museums outside Copenhagen, serving more than 400,000 visitors per 
year. Today the museum consists of 75 historical buildings collected from 20 townships in all 
parts of the country. The town itself is the main attraction, but most buildings are open for 
visitors; rooms are either decorated in the original historical style, or organized into larger 
exhibits with varying themes.

The museum buildings are organized into a small town of chiefly half-timbered structures 
originally erected between 1550 and the late 19th century in various parts of the country and 
later moved to Aarhus during the 20th century. In all there are some 27 rooms, chambers or 
kitchens, 34 workshops, 10 groceries or shops, 5 historical gardens, a post office, a customs 
office, a school, and a theatre. There are several groceries, diners and workshops spread  
throughout the town with museum staff working in the roles of town figures, such as a 
merchant, blacksmith, or others, adding to the illusion of a "living" town.

In 1914 the Old Town was first opened to the public under the name "The Old Mayor's House". 
Apart from the renaissance-styled Mayor's House, there was a small garden pavilion and 
another large renaissance-styled house, all originally from the city of Aarhus. Over the course 
of the following half century the museum slowly expanded as more buildings and collections 
from several parts of the country were donated or acquired.

The actual and historic Mayor's House of Aarhus was no longer in use by 1908, and it was to 
be demolished to make way for a new building. However, Peter Holm (1873–1950), a local 
teacher and translator, managed to have the property dismantled for later use, rather than 
destroyed. One year later it was featured at the Danish National Exhibition of 1909, held in 
Aarhus, where it was the centerpiece of the historical exhibits. The building was moved again 
five years later, in 1914, when the museum was officially opened as "The Old Mayor's House", 
with Peter Holm as director.

Almost fifteen years later, in 1923, a large merchant mansion in Aalborg was to be demolished, 
and Peter managed to raise the necessary funds to have the property, consisting of eight 
individual buildings, moved to Aarhus. The buildings from Aalborg were reassembled near the 
Old Mayor's House, and, three years after, five of them were opened to the public.

With these new additions, the Old Mayor's House museum was no longer a local project, and 
its name was changed to "Township Museum the Old Town". In the following years, the 
museum's collection of historic buildings was expanded by acquiring structures from twenty 
different towns and cities. While the number of buildings grew, so too did the collections within 
them. Large quantities of furniture, tools, and other contemporaneous contents were donated, 
and today most of the buildings, including the grocery shops and workshops, are suitably 
furnished, and function much as they would have done when first built. In particular, large 
collections of clothing, toys, pottery, and silverware have either been donated to or bought by 
the museum, and today are on display in some of the larger buildings.

Peter Holm remained as director of the museum for 31 years, from 1914 to 1945, when he 
resigned. During this period he managed to save some fifty historic buildings from destruction, 
and raised the funds to have them moved to and erected in Aarhus; a unique and impressive 
feat in Danish museum history.



