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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER  
I hope you all had a wonderful 4th of July. Despite it 
being a holiday weekend, we still had a great turnout 
for our monthly meeting. Thank you Dennis once 
again for barbecuing, and to the ladies who brought 
salads, and to Tove who brought a cake to celebrate 
Adam’s birthday. If you have a birthday coming up in 
August let a board member know before we meet, 
and we would enjoy acknowledging you. As I’ve said 
before, I enjoy getting to know each and every one of 
you a little more each month. Here’s hoping to see 
you in August. 

 
Michael Gunlund, President 

 
THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

 

Greetings and Happy New Year. 
 

Late last year, 2022 looked like things were going to turnaround 
and we’d be back to normal. Now it looks like we may face some 
of the same restrictions on our events this year as we did in 
2021. Fortunately, we have an advantage over many other organ-
izations in our Kastania Field picnic grounds. Last year we held 
several bring-your-own picnics with modest success and if re-
quired we can continue with outdoor meetings this year. For this, 
we have to give thanks to a previous generation of Soldiers who 
built and furnished the pavilion that can shelter us safely and 
comfortably. Also, thanks to those volunteers who closed up the 
grounds, storing chairs and tables and getting the Landsoldaten 
statue safely inside. 
With hopes for a brighter 2022, stay safe and well. 
 
Keith Brians, President 

The Danish Soldiers Club 
Post Office Box 41 
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The Governing Board for 2022
Michael Gunlund  
President to 2024 

Prather (559) 908-9609 
mgunlund0674@gmail.com

Annalisa Juul-Diaz 
Vice President to 2024

Concord (925) 451-4278  
annalisa0518@yahoo.com 

Vagn Nielsen  
Treasurer to 2024

PO Box 53 Vineburg, CA 95487  
(707) 996-9950  
dscvagn@gmail.com

Lizette Burtis  
Secretary to 2023 

Santa Rosa (707) 321-0206 
lburtis@sbcglobal.net

Dennis Diaz  
Director to 2023

Concord (925) 500-3892 
nicktazgordonsetters@yahoo.com

John Chiles  
Director to 2022

Davis (530) 574-2995 
jschiles@dcn.davis.ca.us

Martha Smith  
Director to 2023

San Bruno (650) 922-4481 
marthasmith32@yahoo.com

Henrik Olsgaard 
Director to 2022

Orinda (510) 847-5186  
holsgaard@hotmail.com

Karen Lysmer 
Director to 2022

Albany (510) 526-5665 
morkareninusa@yahoo.com

Volunteers:
Michael Stecher 
Webmaster/Newsletter Editor 

Mill Valley (415) 624-6215 
mstecher@me.com

Rick Santerini 
Bar LIcense Coordinator

Santa Rosa (707) 477-6669 
santarinirick@gmail.com

The Editor’s Note:

Thank you to all who donated to the raffle: 
Chris Jorgensen, Kim Nielsen, Erik Larsen, 
Vibeke Jensen, Birthe Baekgaard, Finn 
Jacobsen,  & “Fai❤ .” 
 
And to all the volunteers, “many hands make 
for small work.” So, thanks again! If you 
would like to help make sandwiches for the 
August meeting, check with Martha.

Don’t you wish you knew everyone’s name at 
the club, without having to question yourself if 
you already knew, but forgot? Well, if we all had 
a nice red and white plastic name tag from 
DSC, you would know at a glance! 

Please order yours for only $15 at one of our 
lunch meetings, and it will be ready for you at 
the next meeting. You may also order through 
PayPal (as always, use your linked checking 
account to avoid the small bank fee); it takes 
about two weeks to make. 
————————————————————— 
The Grand Départ of the 2022 edition of the 
Tour de France took place in Copenhagen 
on  July 1st, where the world's greatest riders 
attacked the 13 km time trial in a fierce battle to 
win the very first yellow jersey of the race, 
showcasing  Amalienborg Castle, the Little 
Mermaid, parks and waterfronts, and more. 
Stage 2 provided an historic start in front of 
Roskilde Cathedral, a windswept sprint across 
the Great Belt Bridge, and a spectacular finish 
in Nyborg. Finally, Stage 3 saw challenging hills 
in Vejle, continuing to the historic  Jelling Rune 
Stones, then Christiansfeld, and a final sprint to 
the finish line in Sønderborg. Stages 4 through 
21 will happen in France, ending, of course, at 
the Champs-Élysées on Sunday, July 24th.

Jonas Vingegaard of Denmark has been 
ranked #1 for much of the race!
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Danish and English
Danish, of course, is the official tongue of Denmark 
and is spoken by almost six million people. 
Denmark and Greenland are the only two countries 
with a considerable number of Danish language 
speakers. The number in other countries is quite 
low. English, however, is one of the most spoken 
languages in the world. There are more than seven 
billion people on our planet, 20% of whom speak it. 
However, it only has over 400 million native 
speakers. The majority of those who speak it are 
not native English speakers.  

Danish and English may have a huge difference in 
the number of their speakers, but what about the 
languages themselves, are they closely related or 
have nothing in common? The people of Denmark 
are known as the most English proficient nation on 
earth. The reason they are so good at it is not just 
because it is taught in the schools, or their interest 
in English media, but also because of the likeness 
between it and Danish. All the Scandinavian 
languages are Germanic, and so is English.  

Danish and English share a lot of phonetic 
similarities, meaning some of their letters make the 
same sound. English has a lot of words that were 
derived from Old Norse, and Danish is a 
descendent of Old Norse. One percent of Danish 
vocabulary is made up of English loanwords. In 
written form, an English speaker can see a lot of 
familiar words in Danish. Also, the Danish alphabet 
is pretty similar to the English one, although it has 
three additional letters, at the end of the alphabet.  

Although English and Danish share some features, 
they also have a lot of differences. Danish is a 
North Germanic language, while English is West 
Germanic. Despite having influences of Old Norse, 
English did not originate from it. Danish is mutually 
intelligible with Norwegian and Swedish and is 
more closely related to them than English. The 
connection between English and Danish is not a 
strong one but it does help the Danes learn 
English more easily. Perhaps not as easy the other 
way.

The Lego Group began in the carpentry 
workshop of Ole Kirk Christiansen in 
Billund, Denmark, in 1916. In 1932, 
Christiansen's shop started making 
wooden toys. The business was not 
profitab le because of the Great 
Depression, so Christiansen continued 
producing practical furniture in addition 
to toys to stay in business.  

In 1934, Christiansen held a contest 
among his staff to name the company, 
offering a bottle of homemade wine as a 
prize.   Christiansen was considering two 
names himself, "Legio" (with the 
implication of a "Legion of toys") and 
"Lego," (a self-made contraction from the 
Danish phrase “leg godt,” meaning "play 
well.”) Later the Lego Group discovered 
that "Lego" could be loosely interpreted 
as "I put together" or "I assemble" in 
Latin. Christiansen selected Lego, and 
the company began using it on their 
products. 

Following World War II, plastics became 
avai lab le in Denmark, and Lego 
purchased a plastic injection molding 
machine in 1947.  One of the first modular 
toys to be produced was a truck that 
could be taken apart and re-assembled. 

In 1961, Lego wished to expand sales to 
North America but did not have the 
logistical capabilities to do so. Lego 
therefore partnered with Samsonite to 
begin producing and selling Lego 
products in the United States and 
Canada. 

In 1964, cellulose acetate, the material 
used to create Lego bricks, was replaced 
by the more stable ABS plastic, which is 
still in use today. ABS is non-toxic, less 
prone to discoloration and warping, and 
is more resistant to heat, acids, salt, and 
other chemicals.  
 
In 1968 the first Legoland Park was 
opened in Billund.



The origins of Dyrehavsbakken, the oldest operating amusement park in the world, can be 
traced back to 1583 when Kirsten Piil discovered a natural spring in what is now known as 
Jægersborg Dyrehave, or Dyrehaven, a large forest park north of Copenhagen. Residents of 
Copenhagen were attracted to the spring water due to the poor water quality in central 
Copenhagen during this period. Many believed the natural spring to have curative properties, 
and therefore Piil's discovery drew large crowds, especially in the springtime. These large 
crowds attracted entertainers and hawkers, whose presence are the origins of the amusement 
park today.

For a period, the area that the spring was located on was not open to the public, due to it 
being on royal hunting grounds. In 1669, King Frederick III decided to set up an animal park in 
the area and his son, Christian V, extended the size of the park by 3-4 times after he became 
king in 1670. The area was named Jægersborg Dyrehave, its present name, in 1671. The park 
was off-limits to the general public under Christian V and this did not change until 1756, under 
Frederick V.

Open to the general public once again, Dyrehavsbakken began to flourish. The entertainers, 
hawkers, and innkeepers returned to the area, and Bakken's growing reputation throughout 
Europe attracted other entertainers and artists, including Pierrot, the clown who still is a fixture 
at the park today. Bakken continued to grow even throughout the Napoleonic Wars. Its 
popularity was later aided by easier accessibility due to the development of steamships and 
railroads, as well as good publicity from poets and authors. Bakken may have started as a 
place to get clean spring water, but today it is a thriving amusement park filled with modern 
rides and amenities. Bakken is home to five roller coasters, the most famous of which is the 90 
year old wooden Rutschebanen (Danish for "The Roller Coaster").

A little history about Tivoli Gardens:  
The amusement park opened on August 15th, 1843, the third oldest in the world. Tivoli’s 
founder, Georg Carstensen obtained a five-year charter to create Tivoli by telling King Christian 
VIII that "when the people are amusing themselves, they do not think about politics". The 
monarch granted use of roughly 15 acres outside Vesterport (the West Gate) for an annual rent. 
Until the 1850s Tivoli was outside the city, accessible from the city only through Vesterport.


From its beginning, Tivoli included a variety of attractions: buildings in the exotic style of an 
imaginary Orient, a theatre, band stands, restaurants and cafés, flower gardens, and 
mechanical amusement rides, such as a merry-go-round and a primitive scenic railway. After 
sundown, colored lamps illuminated the gardens. On certain evenings, specially designed 
fireworks could be seen reflected in Tivoli's lake, a remnant of the moat surrounding the city 
fortifications. Composer Hans Christian Lumbye was Tivoli's musical director, inspired by 
Viennese waltz composers such as Strauss, and became known as the "Strauss of the North". 
Many of his compositions are still performed by the Tivoli Symphony Orchestra today.


In 1874, a Chinese-style pantomime theatre took the place of the older smaller theatre. The 
audience stands in the open, the stage being inside the building. The theatre's "curtain" is a 
mechanical peacock's tail. From the very beginning, the theatre was the home of Italian 
pantomimes, introduced in Denmark by the Italian Giuseppe Casorti. This tradition, dependent 
on the Italian Commedia dell'Arte, has been kept alive; it portrays the characters Cassander 
(the old father), Columbine (his beautiful daughter), Harlequin (her lover), and, especially 
popular with the youngest spectators, the stupid servant Pierrot. The absence of spoken 
dialogue remains an advantage, for Tivoli has become an international tourist attraction.


